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Clover announces further price increase 
Clover this week informed producers countrywide of a further producer price 
increase of 20 cents per litre from 1 March 2012. Mr Bertus de Jongh, MPO CEO, 
said the producer price increase will bring welcome relief to milk producers who are 
experiencing financial pressure and that more price increases are expected to 
follow in the near future. 
 
International dairy product prices increase  
At the latest Fonterra GlobalDairyTrade sale held on 17 January, dairy product 
prices increased by 1,5% on average. Prices increased for most products and also 
for contract periods up to June. Skimmed milk powder traded at US$3 351 per 
tonne (+2,7%), anhydrous milk fat at US$4 084 per tonne (+2,8%), cheddar 
cheese at US$3 776 per tonne (+2,1%) and rennet casein at US$8 069 (+3,7%). 
According to the USDA, the January world prices for dairy products are slightly 
higher than December prices. Internationally, producer prices increased 
significantly during 2011. Milk producers in the United Kingdom currently receive 
the highest producer prices in history. Furthermore, Fonterra recently announced 
an upwards adjustment to their price forecasts. To read more <click here>. 
 
Communication priority for MPO Free State  
Effective communication was listed as one of the priorities during the MPO Free 
State’s first management meeting for 2012 held on Friday, 27 January. The 
meeting focussed on planning activities and projects for the year ahead aimed at 
supporting sustainable milk production in the region. The importance of increasing 
the negotiation power of producers was reiterated and the advantages of group 
forming, including the establishment of cooperatives, were discussed at length. 
Reports from the different regions confirmed that milk producers are under 
financial pressure as a result of adverse climatic conditions and high feed costs. 
The meeting agreed that recent producer price increases were encouraging, but 
that further upward adjustments are urgently required. Mr Bernard Maree, MPO 
Free State chairman, expressed his appreciation for the support experienced from 
fellow producers.  
 
Informative route meetings in the North  
The MPO interacted with milk producers during the MPO North’s route meetings 
held at the Thatch Palace in Polokwane on Wednesday and Klein Paradys in 
Modimolle (Nylstroom) on Thursday. Mr Bertus de Jongh, MPO CEO, gave an 
overview of the MPO’s future vision and Dr Koos Coetzee, MPO chief economist, 
informed producers about the local and international economic outlook. Producers 
in the area confirmed that they currently experience difficult financial circumstances 
owing to high input costs and low milk prices. In spite of this, producers in general 
appreciate the services rendered by the MPO and encourage the organisation to 
continue promoting the interests of milk producers.  

 



 
Advice on Rift Valley Fever vaccination 
Cape Wool SA released information on the initial results of trials conducted to 
evaluate the efficiency of Rift Valley Fever vaccines, Clone 13 and Smithburn in 
producing antibodies. Initial trials indicate that Clone 13 is more effective in 
producing antibodies and is deemed safe for application during pregnancies. 
Livestock farmers are urged to continue vaccination and to take note that 
regardless of the choice of vaccine, vaccine failure can occur due to factors such 
as faulty handling procedures, including incorrect mixing and delaying application 
of reconstituted vaccine, not following the manufacturer’s prescribed temperature 
protocol and incorrect selection of animals. Cape Wools recommends the use of 
Clone 13 until further notice. Livestock farmers are also advised to consult with 
their veterinary and production advisors in this regard.  
 
MPO Free State helps school for disabled 
 

The MPO Free State 
donated a share of the 
proceeds from their 
successful golf day held on 
6 December 2011 to the 
Martie du Plessis School for 
the Cerebral and Learning 
Disabled in Bloemfontein. A 
cheque to the value of  R5 
000 was handed by Mr 
Bernard Maree, chairman 
of MPO Free State to , Mr 
Pieter Viljoen, principal of 
the school. The money will 
be used to purchase 

computer equipment for the treatment of dyslexia and concentration problems. 
 
School milk activities in Polokwane  
At the MPO North’s route meeting held at the Thatch Palace in Polokwane on 
Wednesday, Mr Johan Roos of Quattro Melkery was lauded for his school milk 
activities on 14 November 2011, when Plaaswerf Kleuterskool was visited and 
milk distributed to the children. Mr Roos also conveyed the message of the 
importance of milk and dairy products as part of the daily diet to the children in an 
entertaining way. 
 
Outlook for milk producers in Western Cape 
Ms Lise Roberts of RSG spoke to Mr Nelius van Greunen, former MPO chairman 
and milk producer from George, about the outlook for milk producers in the 
Western Cape for 2012. Use the tag below to listen to this interesting interview.  

 

 
 

(This tag can be scanned from your computer screen.) 
 
 
Demand for leasing cows  
The MPO is receiving an increasing number of requests from producers who are 
interested in leasing cows or who want to make some of their own cows available 
for leasing. Interested producers can contact the MPO’s Philip Swart on 012 843 
5672 or at philip@mpo.za . The MPO is eager to assist in finding solutions for 
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