	[image: image1.jpg]MPO Newsleer / Nuusbrief





	23 July 2010


Farm attack leaves three dead

The MPO extended its condolences to the Karg family who farms near Mooi River in KwaZulu-Natal. Ms Loraine Karg (58), a 65-year-old farm worker and their 34-year-old domestic worker were murdered during an armed robbery on the farm. Mr Neville Karg is one of the top five milk producers in KZN and his son, Brandon, was named 2007 Kwanalu Young Farmer of the Year in the province.

MPO KZN road show completed

The MPO paid a visit to 11 venues in KwaZulu-Natal this week as part of the annual road show over four days. The province is home to about 350 milk producers and produces almost 20% of the country's total milk yield. Mr Bertus de Jongh, CEO of the MPO and Dr Koos Coetzee, chief economist of the MPO attended the meetings, which started in Kokstad and ended in Vryheid on Thursday where they gave feedback on the MPO's achievements the past year. The meetings were very well attended with discussion focussing mainly on the economic outlook for milk producers and the dairy industry. Producers who attended the meetings also responded positively to a call for renewed MPO membership with scores showing their support for the increased membership fees. Ms Debbie Thomson, area co-ordinator of the MPO KZN, says the road show was well supported by other role-players in the industry as well. These companies gave financial support and sponsored prizes and representatives showed their interest in the primary industry by attending the meetings. 

Renewed memberships

Reaffirmation of MPO membership and support for the increased membership fees are gaining momentum. Mr Philip Swart of the MPO members' desk, says most provinces are positive about the changes and renewed memberships are coming in thick and fast. According to the latest statistics, the Western Cape and KwaZulu-Natal are outperforming the rest of the MPO regions with respectively 48,69% and 50% of their members already signed up. This translates into 334 Western Cape milk producers and 169 producers from KZN. Currently 37,56% of the country's milk producers have come on board in support of the new MPO membership fees.

Major milk buyer's price remains stable

One of the major milk processors in the country indicated that its producer prices would remain stable for the time being. The milk buyer did however indicate that a revision of the milk price might be due in spring.  

MPO attends Agri SA meeting

The MPO, represented by Dr Nico Schutte managing director of CenDel and Mr Koos Pienaar, chairperson of the MPO Free State attended an Agri SA meeting in Gauteng this past week. The Agri SA meeting of its Transformation Committee and the General Council on 19 and 20 July gave feedback on the organization’s approach to government's policy proposals on land issues. The proposed policy changes deal with limitations on private land ownership (land ceilings), a right of first refusal in favour of the state when land is offered for sale, partnerships on state land, the regulation of ownership of land by foreigners and a new land ownership bill.

International honour for MPO CEO

Mr Bertus de Jongh, CEO of the MPO has been selected as one of the chairpersons to lead discussion sessions at the Joint Milk Marketing New South Wales Industry summit hosted in Sydney, Australia in November later this year. The session named 'Getting your own house in order', will focus on proactive management issues in the global dairy industry. The summit programme is based on examples of how the dairy industry is applying the key principles of managing issues to protect of the industry from potential adverse impacts.

A day to diarise

Milk producers in the Eastern Cape can look forward to the MPO Eastern Cape's AGM, congress and banquet planned for 4 August 2010. The event will be held at the Boardwalk Conference Centre in Port Elizabeth. Call Ms Alta van Zyl to confirm attendance on 082 569 1409.

Master Dairymen and MPO North events

The Master Dairymen North AGM and awards ceremony will be hosted on Tuesday, 24 August 2010 at Indaba Lodge, Witkoppen, Gauteng. The AGM will be held from 9:00 to 10:00 and the award ceremony will take place from 10:00 to 13:00 with a luncheon from 13:00 to 14:30. This will be followed by the MPO North's annual general meeting (14:00 to 15:00) and the first leg of the MPO National's congress.
MPO National’s congress, AGM and dinner

Time is running out to register for the MPO National’s congress, gala dinner and annual general meeting to be held at Indaba Lodge, Witkoppen, Gauteng on 24 and 25 August. Delegates can look forward to speakers such as Western Cape minister of agriculture, Mr Gerrit van Rensburg, Santam Agri economist, Dr Tobias Doyer, weather expert, Mr Johan van den Berg, political analyst, Mr Justice Malala, independent economist, Dr Roelof Botha and Grain SA chairman, Mr Neels Ferreira. The MPO National congress starts at 15:30 on Tuesday 24 August, followed by the MPO National gala dinner and prize giving. On Wednesday, 25 August 2010, the MPO National AGM starts at 8:00 with the second day of the congress continuing from 9:00. Lunch will be served at 14:00.

Bumper sticker brings prize 

The latest winner in the MPO bumper sticker competition is Mr NJ Mouton of the farm Spaarkloof, Eendekuil. His vehicle with registration CBY 7060 was spotted with the MPO's 'Drink milk' bumper sticker, which awarded him R2 500. Vehicles spotted with this bumper sticker are eligible to win R500. This week’s winning number plate is NE13412. Phone Ms Yolanda Strydom on 012 843 5607 to claim your R500. Prize money not claimed within a week will roll-over and accumulate. 
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