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Low-priced imports scrutinised
Earlier this week, the MPO held a meeting at Itac (International Trade Administration Committee) to discuss low-priced dairy imports as well as the possible measures available to curb this practice. Mr Bertus de Jongh, CEO of the MPO, Dr Koos Coetzee, chief economist and Ms Barbara Bieldt, manager: Market protection, met with Itac officials. The frequency of imports is sporadic and involves mostly cheese and milk powder imported at levels way below world market prices. The embassies concerned have already been contacted in this regard and it was agreed that they would address the problem.
MPO keeps an eye on retailers
The abovementioned meeting between the MPO and Itac has led to the identification of certain retailers who are increasingly guilty of importing dairy products below the world price. According to Mr De Jongh, ways of dealing with these imports and laying charges directly with Itac were reconsidered. Among others, remedial steps such as anti-dumping procedures and contra rights were discussed. "We enjoy a good relationship with Itac and know who the transgressors are in the retail sector. Low-priced imports might not have a huge influence on volumes, but do influence the way local dairy markets react.

Another milk buyer keeps milk price unchanged
Another big milk buyer from the coastal region indicated that it would not lower producer prices for the time being. This follows a spate of drastic producer price cuts the past month by some of the largest milk buyers in the country. According to the MPO CEO, Mr Bertus de Jongh, the decision is heartening. "It speaks of good management and planning by these milk buyers and sends a positive message of stability to the industry." He says, however, that local price signals remain mixed, which hamper future planning in the industry.
New deputy chair for MPO North
Mr Johan Strydom, the regional chairman of the MPO North West, was voted new deputy chairman of the MPO North on Wednesday. He succeeds Mr Willem Blaauw who retired from this position a while ago. The MPO congratulates Mr Strydom, who farms near Lichtenburg, on his new appointment.
Plans for World Dairy Summit on target
Mr Melt Loubser was elected president of the South African National Committee of the International Dairy Federation (SANCIDF) at a meeting of the committee this week. He replaces Mr Manie Roode who resigned his post earlier. Mr Loubser will represent Sampro (South African Milk Processors' Organisation) at the SANCIDF. The meeting discussed the preparations for the 2012 World Dairy Summit. It will be the second time that South Africa organises the summit and will host the event in Cape Town. This year the World Dairy Summit will be held in New Zealand. The executive committee of the SANCIDF will attend the summit.
Hernude lidmaatskap

Hernude MPO-lidmaatskap het hierdie week welkome ondersteuning geniet ná afloop van die MPO KwaZulu-Natal se roetevergaderings. Mnr. Philip Swart van die MPO se ledelessenaar, sê die doelwit is om 85% van alle melkprodusente in die land nuut op te teken en die MPO sal aanhou werk om hierdie doelwit te bereik. Onder die huidige ledegeld, geniet die MPO tans 84% steun onder die land se melkprodusente.  Volgens die mees onlangse statistiek, is KwaZulu-Natal en die Wes-Kaap steeds aan die voorpunt van streke wat die nuwe ledegeld aanvaar. Sowat 50% van Wes-Kaapse produsente en 57,1% van KZN boere het reeds hul geel lidmaatskapvorms ingestuur. Die ander streke reageer positief teenoor die eerste verhoging in ledegeld sedert die ontstaan van die MPO. Om jou steun aan die MPO se werk en 'n verenigde suiwelbedryf toe te sê, skakel 012 843 5600 en vra vir Yolanda of Philip by die MPO se ledelessenaar.

Renewed memberships

Renewed MPO memberships received a welcome boost this week after the completion of the MPO KwaZulu-Natal road show. Mr Philip Swart of the MPO members' desk, says the MPO's target is to have 85% of milk producers renew their membership. Based on the current membership fees, the MPO currently enjoys the support of 84% of the country's milk producers. According to the latest statistics of renewed memberships, KwaZulu-Natal and Western Cape are still leading the way. About 50% of Western Cape producers and 57,1% of KZN farmers have already sent in their yellow membership forms. The other regions are responding positively to the first increase in membership fees since the inception of the MPO. To add your support to the efforts of the MPO and a united primary dairy industry, phone 012 843 5600 and ask for Yolanda or Philip at the MPO members' desk. 

How other provinces are performing:

Limpopo 50%

Eastern Cape 3,7%

Northern Cape 29,6%

Free State 26,9%

North West 34,4%
Mpumalanga 29,64%

Gauteng 19,9%

IDT Dairy information day in North West

The North West province’s milk producers and their employees can prepare for the MPO Institute for dairy technology’s (IDT’s) dairy information days, which will take place from 11 to 13 August. Former minister Adriaan Vlok will be the guest speaker at the event. The daily programme will start at 8:00, and registration will be R60 per person. The day ends at 13:00 with a light lunch. The subjects discussed will cover a wide spectrum, and will include discussions on mastitis, fibrosis, Onderstepoort vaccines, cattle virus diarrhoea, biological farming, genomics, trace elements, and the importance of correct milk recording. A range of experts will be discussing these and other relevant subjects. Milkers who receive training will be educated in hygiene, milk quality, milking, animal health and heat spotting. Registration for employee training starts at 8:00 and includes a light lunch. The registration and administration fees are R60 per person and employees are required to bring their ID documents along. Each participant will also receive a certificate. For more information, contact the MPO IDT on 012 843 5600 or Dr Jan du Preez on 083 656 3638.

IDT North West programme:

Bultfontein – Wednesday 11 August, Senwes (Elna Smith 051 853 1141)

Delareyville – Thursday 12 August, Pigme Lodge (053 948 1211)

Lichtenburg – Friday 13 August, Clover (Sue Jordaan 018 633 0101)

MPO National’s congress, AGM and dinner

Those attending the MPO National congress, gala dinner and annual general meeting, can look forward to a host of renowned speakers and experts on politics, economics, agriculture and the dairy industry. One of the speakers will be Mr Neels Ferreira, chairperson of Grain SA, who will shed some light on the current and expected effects of grain prices. The MPO National congress will be held at Indaba Lodge, Witkoppen, Gauteng and starts at 15:30 on Tuesday 24 August, followed by the MPO National gala dinner and prize-giving. On Wednesday, 25 August, the MPO National AGM starts at 8:00, while the second day of the congress will continue from 9:00. For more information, e-mail julie@cendel.co.za or phone Ms Julie McLachlan on 012 843 5600 or 083 740 2720.

Join the talks in the Bay

There are only a few days left before the MPO Eastern Cape's AGM, congress and banquet. The event will be held on 4 August at the Boardwalk Conference Centre in Port Elizabeth. Call Ms Alta van Zyl to confirm attendance on 082 569 1409.

Time for MPO Free State's congress

The MPO Free State will host its congress and annual general meeting on 12 August at Aldam Estate. The theme of the congress is 'Offer and demand – the roll of the producer'. Addressing the congress will be Dr Pieter Mulder, deputy minister of agriculture, forestry and fisheries as well as Dr Jan du Plessis. For more information, contact Ms Veronica Marais on 051 444 4603 or send an e-mail to mpovrystaat@ripplesoft.co.za. 
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