	[image: image2.jpg]ODUCERS’ ORGANISATION





	27 August 2010


Extremely successful AGM and conference

The MPO’s annual conference and general meeting has just been held at the Indaba hotel and conference centre outside Johannesburg. Mr Bertus de Jongh, chief executive of the MPO, says the message from the conference was particularly positive and contradictory to current market signals. “Negative climatic factors, poor management strategies and assumptions down stream had a detrimental effect on the industry, possibly delaying economic recovery we had hoped for,” he said. According to Mr De Jongh, attendees at the conference were adamant that the MPO plays a crucial role in the welfare of the dairy industry.

· Achievers awarded
Certificates were awarded to four achievers at the gala dinner after the first day of the two-day conference. The first award went to Dr Marthinus Hermann for his life-long contribution to the dairy industry. Dr Hermann farms in the Free State.

Prof. Cheryl McCrindle from the faculty of veterinary science at the University of Pretoria was awarded Newsmaker of the Year for her role as member of the technical committee of the International Dairy Federation (ISF) and her involvement and contributions at the South African national committee of the ISF.

At the annual meeting, outgoing MPO directors Messrs Freddie van Zyl and Bertus Theron received certificates for service to the dairy industry.

· Restructuring completed 

Mr Deán Kleynhans, MPO chairperson, said in his report that the MPO has already implemented all the recommendations made by management consultants earlier. He also mentioned that poor economic conditions are hampering the MPO’s efforts to assist emerging farmers to establish themselves successfully in the dairy industry. OOver the past year, the MPO played an important role in stabilising circumstances surrounding the country's dairy farmers.

To read the chairperson's report, click here



· Forecasts positive

Surprisingly, speakers at the annual conference were and predominantly positive about the state and future of the dairy industry in the country. The different messages of the speakers were as follows:

Dr Lourie Bosman: While many negative messages will be broadcast before the coming ANC conference, the ruling party remains predominantly conservative and no major surprises are expected.

Dr Tobias Doyer: Growing markets in the East and some African countries offer new opportunities for the future. In addition, the agricultural sector will have to accept responsibility to explore these.

Dr Theo de Jager: Each individual farmer must accept responsibility for land reform and become part of the decision-making process. Transformation must start on the farm.

Mr Justice Malala: Although the threats of corruption and self-enrichment remain, the ruling party still has a great deal of integrity and our democratic constitution is not in danger. Fundamentally, the ANC remains conservative. click
Dr Roelof Botha: South Africa is positioned perfectly for excellent growth. Indications are that the economy is in a growth phase and will not lapse into a second recession. At the current population and economic growth rates, Africa is the market of the future.

Dr Ferdi Meyer: The South African dairy farmer's effectiveness has increased and predictions are that the milk-to-maize price will improve. More information is available at www.bfap.co.za.
Mr Wessel Lemmer: Grain prices are on export parity level and are moving sideways. An increase is not expected within the next twelve months. For more information click here


Mr Wiehann van Zyl: Farmers, who consider erecting biogas plants, should ensure that they thoroughly research their options and determine whether it is economically viable. They must be sure to use only  trusted advisers. 
Biogas can, however, be utilised profitable under favourable conditions to generate and supply electricity. Waste products from the process can be used as fertiliser. 

Dr Nico Schutte: The MPO is playing an enormous role in transformation. Besides the training of 2 500 emerging farmers and farm workers per year, commercial farmers are continuously kept abreast of the latest technology. Courses up to Level 4 of the Seta (Abet) are offered. 
For more information click



· New MPO directors confirmed

At the first board meeting after the AGM, Mr Deán Kleynhans wasDeán Kleynhans was re-elected as chairperson and Mr Joubert Fourie from Limpopo as deputy to replace Mr Mike Black, whose term as chairperson of MPO KZN has expired. Two new directors were also confirmed: Messrs Rufus Dreyer (Eastern Cape) and Werner Hartman (Western Cape).
Possible changes in the size of the board

The executive committee of the MPO has been tasked to examine the possibility of shrinking the number of seats on the board. In this way, costs associated with holding a board meeting will be reduced and the decision-making process will be streamlined. Should the board support such a decision, it will be implemented at the next annual meeting.
Master Dairy Farmer identified
Doctor Vos Grey, in partnership with the MPO Master Dairy Farmer Association, has been chosen as the master dairy farmer for the northern region. Dr Grey is well known in dairy circles and is a former recipient of a MPO award for his lifetime contribution to the dairy industry.
Imports possibly reduced? 

More good news: Rumour has it that some dairy importers are cancelling contracts. It is to be hoped that lower imports over the next few months will help stabilise dairy stocks in the country. 

Membership fees increase postponed
The MPO board is delighted with the positive response received from members after the announced increase in fees.  More than half of current members have already approved the higher fees.
Owing to current poor economic conditions, the board has decided to postpone the implementation of the approved increases until March 2011. The chairperson has appealed to members who have not yet completed and forwarded their forms (available on the MPO website at www.mpo.co.za) to give it their urgent attention.
Links
MPO - The Dairy Mail – Registration Form – Final Programme
 Contact Us
Bertus de Jongh        – Chief Executive Officer
Barbara Bieldt            –  Manager: Market Protection
Dr. Koos Coetzee     – Economist
Philip Swart               – MPO Member Services


	Verteenwoordig en Bemagtig die Produsent / Represents and Empowers the Producer

Please take note that this e-mail is not spam. It is a newsletter sent from the MPO to you as valuable dairy producer.

www.mpo.co.za / 012 843 5600
[image: image1.jpg]MPO Newsleer / Nuusbrief



Compiled by Agri Connect in conjunction with the MPO


