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Government confirms industry’s role

At a meeting of milk producers in Clocolan, also attended by Mr Philip Swart and Ms Barbara Bieldt of the MPO, a spokesperson for the Free State premier confirmed that the commercial farmer has an important role to play in the development of agriculture, particularly in terms of food security in the country. This message was confirmed during the earlier MPO Free State conference by Dr Pieter Mulder, deputy minister of agriculture.

Commercial farmers were called upon to submit development plans for joint projects with government. The spokesperson said the next budget would make provision for approved and workable projects.
At the meeting, producers also voiced their support for the MPO membership increase.
Visit to ITAC bears fruit

Mr Bertus de Jongh, chief executive of the MPO and two other senior officials of this organisation recently met with the International Trade Administration Commission (ITAC) to discuss the long delays before trade remedies against dumping and subsidisation are promulgated. ITAC has since confirmed that these delays are now addressed as a matter of urgency. Currently, the remedies are not agriculture friendly, are complex and time-consuming and the review is welcomed, Mr de Jongh said.

New Rift Valley fever vaccine available soon

The new Clone 13 vaccine against Rift Valley Fever will be available by die middle of September, said a spokesperson of Onderstepoort Biological Products. The vaccine may be used on animals older than six months and pregnant animals may also be inoculated. It may be used for cattle, sheep and goats, however the usual annual booster injection is still recommended. The vaccine will be available through the normal channels.

MPO meets high level delegation

The MPO last week met with senior officials of the department of agriculture, to discuss, among others, MPO services, the proposed school-milk pilot programme and an agreement between the food, safety and quality assurance departments and the agricultural inspection services was discussed. The MPO proposals were received favourably and action plans arising from the meeting have already been discussed with Ms Barbara Bieldt of the MPO. Ms Bieldt also mentioned that the agreement will improve import control.

An evening of true legends

The Western Cape Holstein club presented a very special event at the Philadelphia farmers’ hall last week. The event was dedicated to all the legends in the dairy industry, or as they were referred to on this night - the Springboks of the industry. Mr Johannes Loubser welcomed all and introduced the legends after which Mr Cliff Harrington of Meadow and the well known Mr Hempies du Toit presented a brief background. Legends honoured include Messrs Coenie Basson, Boy Blanckenberg, Bokkie Naudé, Eduard Loubser, Chris Starke, Julian Starke, Herman Stoffberg, Peter Pentz, Andrew Mellish, Bertie van der Merwe, Jimmy van der Spuy and Alfie Voigt. 

Mr Chris Fourie was the master of ceremonies and requested a few of the legends to share an anecdote or two. It was particularly interesting and motivating to learn how these farmers dealt with and overcame obstacles in the past. Opportunities like these are valuable in the dairy industry for milk producers to interact with each other and to gain knowledge from the older generation. 

School milk day eminent
Since 2004, the school milk day has been an annual event. This event is organised by the MPO, regional coordinators and producers. MPO producers sponsor the milk while buyers process and package it free of charge in 250 ml milk cartons. This year, this highlight on the school calendar is on October 12 and organisers intend to reach tens of thousands of children and give dairy education a boost. The MPO head office has made bilingual posters and PowerPoint presentations available in support of the project. More information can be obtained from the regional coordinators. A colouring-in and activity book in five languages is also available on the Agri Connect website (under advertisements). Click here
Imports still high

Statistics recently made available by Agri Inspec to the MPO indicate that imports are still at high levels. Although imports in August were 56% less than in July, total imports during the first eight months were 58% higher than the corresponding period in 2009. However, total imports are lower than in 2007 and 2008.

Based on this trend, it is still too early to conclude that imports will decline. However, the reduction over the previous month is still an encouraging sign. It also confirms the suspicion that some importers may have cancelled contracts.

Monthly cumulative imports for 2007 - 2010 are shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Monthly cumulative imports, from 2007 to 2010
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· Yesterday an illegal importer was accosted by government officials with the assistance of Agri Inspec in the Durban harbour. Further information will be available next week.
Links
MPO - The Dairy Mail – Registration Form – Final Programme
 Contact Us
Bertus de Jongh        – Chief Executive Officer
Barbara Bieldt            –  Manager: Market Protection
Dr. Koos Coetzee     – Economist
Philip Swart               – MPO Member Services
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