
 
Milk purchases lower 
 
Milk purchases during February 2017 were 4,7% less than during February 2016.  If adjusted for 2016’s leap-
year effect milk purchases in February 2017 were still 1,3% down on those of February 2016. Total milk 
purchases in January and February were 0,9% down on 2016, unadjusted and 0,7% adjusted for the leap 
year. Future milk purchases will depend on the negative effect of the current drought in the Eastern and 
Western Cape and on the positive effect of the improved supply of roughage and lower grain prices on milk 
production. The postponement of the expected increase in producer prices will impact negatively on production 
growth in the coming months. 

 
 
Dairy sustainability – economic profitability should not be the elephant in the room 
 
The 10th South African Large Herds Conference will focus on the multiple challenges facing the South African 
dairy industry, ensuring the maintenance of internationally acceptable health and hygiene standards in both 
the primary and secondary industries and fostering the resilience, efficiency, expansion and profitability of our 
dairy sector in the local and international market. Dr Jude Capper, an independent livestock sustainability 
consultant based in the UK, will discuss the issue of economic sustainability on the farm on day two of the 
conference. According to Dr Capper sustainability is achieved by balancing environmental responsibility, 
economic viability and social acceptability, yet the consumer often believes that profitability should be less 
important to the farmer than other issues. Her  talk will examine the myth that achieving sustainability is 
possible in the absence of profitability, the effects of various practices on whole-system sustainability and 
future opportunities in an era of relatively low milk prices. 

 
 
Successful Farmers’ Days in Western Cape 
 
The MPO Western Cape hosted three successful Farmers’ Days in Swellendam, George and Durbanville, 
respectively from 14 to 16 March 2017. Dairy farmers who attended will agree that they obtained valuable, 
practical management tools at the events. “You can’t change your past but you can change your future” was 
the key message from Aidan Bomford who shared advice on the critical analysis of statistics and how to apply 
them. He emphasised the importance of interrogating all figures submitted – by analysing graphs and doing 
your own calculations while focusing on the major expenses. Daneel Rossouw from Nedbank said: “In a world 
that is changing quickly, the only strategy that is guaranteed to fail is not taking risks”, in his presentation about 
stewardship and risk prevention.  
Dr Chris van Dijk, MPO CEO informed milk producers about the MPO’s strategic direction and plans for 2017.   
MPO Western Cape chairman Philip Blanckenberg said he was pleased by the success of the events. He 
added that the MPO would like to express its thanks towards the sponsors and the organisers, all of whom had 
contributed to the success of the day.  
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Global prices 1,7% higher 
 
Dairy product prices increased by 1,7% at the GlobalDairyTrade sale on 21 March. This has been the first 
increase since December 2016. Although prices are down 10% from December 2016, prices are on average 
still 89% higher than in February 2015. Negative production growth in some export countries and modest 
growth in the EU, as well as the slow but steady improvement in Chinese and other markets, have resulted in 
a lower supply and higher demand, thus leading to higher prices.  
 
 
“Functional foods” the new buzz phrase 
 
“Functional foods” is the new buzz phrase associated with food product development. It is defined as the way 
millennials see food, and is one of the biggest upcoming trends in the food industry. But what is a functional 
food exactly?  According to the experts it is food that not only tastes good but is healthy and accessible. The 
demands on brands and suppliers to meet consumer’s desire to eat healthy foods have never been higher, 
with switched-on millennials becoming increasingly aware of the benefits of functional foods through social 
media.  Millennials they say will be the biggest spenders yet on food that is nutrient-dense, especially packed 

with minerals, calcium and vitamins. To read more about this exciting trend, click HERE. 

 
 
A scoop a day keeps the doctor away 
 
In this day and age, the weirder the combination the more innovative and forward-thinking your product might 
be.  Who would have thought ice cream fortified with chia seed oil could be such a winning combination? This 
could be as close to guilt-free that ice cream is ever going to get: Researchers have revealed that fortification 
with chia seed oil ramps up omega-3 levels while maintaining taste and texture.  According to a study done in 
at the department of dairy technology at the University of Veterinary and Animal Science in Pakistan, the chia-
oil seed enhanced the omega-3 fatty acids and improves the antioxidant content of the ice cream. To read 
more, click HERE. 
 
Training 
 
 
Schedule your dairy farm training now 
 
Helene Pheiffer, manager of training at the MPO, urges milk producers to schedule their dairy farm training as 
soon as possible. The Institute for Dairy Technology is currently scheduling its training programmes for 2017. 
Courses are aimed at dairy farm workers and supervisors. Click HERE for details of the training programmes 
offered. Please contact Jas Wasserman at 012 843 5743 or 082 490 2465 for assistance and to book a five-
day course. 
 
 
MPO helps with occupational health and safety issues 
 
The MPO’s Institute for Dairy Technology offers a five-day training course on the occupational health and 
safety code of best practice for dairy farmers. The course is practical and arms participants with the 
knowledge to comply with the requirements of the Occupational Health and Safety Act. Training is conducted 
on-farm in the language of preference. Dairy farmers who need assistance in complying with the Department 
of Labour’s health and safety requirements on their farms are encouraged to contact the Institute to schedule 
a training programme. The Institute is currently scheduling its training programmes for 2017. Click HERE for 
details of all the training programmes offered. Please contact Jas Wasserman at 012 843 5743 or 082 490 
2465 for assistance and to book a five-day course. 
 
 
Technology transfer 

http://www.nutraingredients-usa.com/Markets/Millennials-driving-next-generation-of-functional-foods?utm_source=newsletter_weekly&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=From%2009-Mar-2017%20to%2016-Mar-2017&c=7EpjHU1yrLLCrzuwGmEge1O1Y7Irz%2BxU&p2
http://www.nutraingredients.com/Research/Scoop-of-the-day!-Ice-cream-fortified-with-chia-seed-oil-found-to-be-a-superb-source-of-omega-3?utm_source=newsletter_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=16-Mar-2017&c=7EpjHU1yrLJxZ6TUdMQS%2Bk5ho4FD6OVg&p2
http://www.mpo.co.za/images/downloads/opleiding%20vorm%202017.pdf
http://www.mpo.co.za/images/downloads/opleiding%20vorm%202017.pdf


 
 
Calves, the lifeblood of a dairy farm 
 
The income on a dairy farm derives primarily from milk. Consequently, most of the focus is on getting each 
cow to produce the maximum amount of cost-effective milk. With all this focus on the cow, the calf can get left 
behind. However, calves are the future of the farm. In fact, calves present among the most profitable 
investment opportunities on the farm. For an informative article on this topic by Shaun Ruck and Frans van 
Bohemen at Trouw Nutrition, turn to page 64 of the March issue of The Dairy Mail. To read the digital copy of 
TDM, go to www.agriconnect.co.za. 
 
Events 
 
 
You are invited to MPO North’s route meetings in Gauteng 
 
MPO North chairman Johan Strydom invites milk producers to attend the MPO Gauteng route meetings that 
will be held on dairy farms in Rayton and Henley-on-Klip, respectively on 29 and 30 March 2017. The aim of 
the meetings is to provide a platform for dairy farmers in the province to exchange ideas and experiences in 
an informal manner. Dairy farmers who attend the meetings will also have the opportunity to interact with MPO 
directors and staff. The programme will be concluded with a tour of the farm and a light lunch. Join the MPO 
North at one of the farmers’ days below. 
 
 

Date Place Time Venue 

Wednesday, 
29 March 

Rayton 11:00 Willow Valley 
Dairy Farm 

Thursday, 
30 March 

Henley on Klip, 
Meyerton area 

11:00 Juna Dairy 

 
For more information contact Benita Oelofsen on 073 116 8544 or send an email to benita@mpo.co.za.  
 
 
So many great reasons to visit the 2017 South African Cheese Festival! 
 
Spoil yourself with a ticket to the award-winning South African Cheese Festival and discover an amazing 
selection of excellent and unique cheeses, other cheese products and delicious preserves that perfectly 
complement cheese, as well as the finest wine and gourmet food.  
The SA Cheese Festival will be held at Sandringham, Stellenbosch from Friday, 28 April 2017 to Sunday, 30 
April 2017.  Tickets are available at any Computicket outlet, Shoprite or Checkers store at R160 per person 
per day. Visit our website www.cheesefestival.co.za, contact us on 021 975 4440 or email 
admin@agriexpo.co.za for more information.  For competition details and programme highlights, follow us on 
Facebook (Cheese Festival), Twitter (@SACheeseFest) and Instagram (sacheesefest).  
 
 
The countdown has begun – book now for SALHC 2017 
 
The South African Large Herds Conference will be held at the Champagne Sports Resort in the Drakensberg 
from 5 to 7 June 2017. The theme is “Resilience” – something every farmer needs in abundance. The 
programme has already been finalised and can be found on our website www.largeherds.co.za.  
 
We would like to thank our sponsors, and especially our platinum sponsor, Standard Bank, for so generously 
supporting this conference yet again.  Anyone wishing to sponsor and/or exhibit (stands are going at a rapid 
rate) must please contact Julie McLachlan on 083 740 2720 or email julie@mpo.co.za as soon as possible. 
 
All information on the conference, the programme, speakers, venue and accommodation can be found on the 
website where booking and registration forms can also be downloaded. 

http://www.agriconnect.co.za/
mailto:benita@mpo.co.za
http://www.cheesefestival.co.za/
mailto:admin@agriexpo.co.za
http://www.largeherds.co.za/
mailto:julie@mpo.co.za


 
 
Shuttle service to and from SALHC 
 
Delegates to the SA Large Herds Conference, which will be held at Champagne Sports Resort in KwaZulu-
Natal from 5 to 7 June 2017, can make use of shuttle buses scheduled to run between OR Tambo and King 
Shaka Airports and Champagne Sports Resort. The shuttle buses will depart at 10:30 from OR Tambo Airport 
and 14:00 from King Shaka Airport on Sunday, 4 June to the Champagne Sports Resort. The shuttle buses to 
both airports will depart at 12:30 on Wednesday, 7 June. The price for a one-way transfer from and to OR 
Tambo Airport is R500 and R400 for a one-way transfer from and to King Shaka Airport.  The booking form 
can be downloaded from www.largeherds.co.za/shuttle_bus_booking_sheet.pdf. Full information can be 
found at www.largeherds.co.za or contact Julie on julie@mpo.co.za or 083 740 2720 
 
Disclaimer: The MPO Milk Bulletin is compiled from sources deemed reliable. However, the publisher accepts 

no responsibility for any errors or the effect of any decisions based on this publication. 
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