
 
Imports 33% down on 2015 
 
Imports during the first nine months of this year have been 33% less than the quantity imported during the 
same period last year. From January to September 2016 44 662 tonnes of dairy products were imported, 
compared to 66 431 tonnes from January to September 2015. Total exports from January to September 2016 
were at 129 593 tonnes, 6% less than during the same period last year.  Lower imports have resulted in our 
net export balance increasing, on a milk-equivalent basis to 45 million litres for the nine-month period, 
compared to 34 million litres during the same period last year. According to MPO economist Dr Koos Coetzee, 
the decrease in imports has resulted in a decrease in the total supply of milk to the South African market 
despite slightly higher production over the past two months. 
 
 
Belnori Boutique Cheesery awarded for outstanding achievements 
 
Rina and Norman Belcher of Belnori Boutique Cheesery received the Gauteng Farmer of the Year Award from 
Agricultural Writers SA North at a function held in Pretoria on 21 October. The outstanding achievements of 
three commercial farmers, a new entrant into commercial agriculture and four agricultural personalities, were 
recognised at the awards function.  
One of the aims of these awards is to highlight the role that farmers and agriculturists play in the agricultural 
sector in South Africa.  It is also important to note that the recipients of these awards have an impact on the 
broader economy of the country, as well as the Southern African region.   
These candidates will all go through to the national awards ceremony of Agricultural Writers SA in Pretoria on 
11 November where the national farmer, a new entrant into commercial agriculture and the top agriculturist, will 
be announced. Press release. The MPO congratulates Rina and Norman on their achievement! To read more, 
click HERE. 
 
 
Favourable short-term rainfall forecasts 
  
Short-term weather forecasts by Santam Agriculture climatologist Johan van den Berg  indicate favourable 
conditions for rain in the first week of November over large areas of the country. More than 20 mm to 50 mm of 
rain is expected in the North West province, the Free State, Gauteng, Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal and parts 
of Limpopo and the Eastern Cape. Forecasts for neutral to La Niña conditions still remain valid with the 
borderline La Niña conditions that are currently present. To read more, click HERE.    
 
 
MPO North West sets new School Milk Day record! 
 
MPO North West set a new record by reaching a total of 21 065 schoolchildren during its annual School Milk 
Day celebrations for 2016. The events for the year were concluded on 25, 26 and 27 October at six schools in 
Schweizer-Reneke and 10 schools in Lichtenburg.   The schools in Schweizer-Reneke were paid a visit by 
Johan and Theodore Scribante, regional coordinator Benita Oelofsen and Bessie the cow. Milk sponsored by 
Clover was distributed to 1 000 pupils from grades R to 7 with the help of Stear Goosen of Dagbreek Melkery. 
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Presentations about where milk comes from and why it is important for children to include dairy products in 
their diets were made by Johan Scribante.  
Vice-chairman of the Lichtenburg branch, Gawie Pretorius and Benita Oelofsen visited 10 schools in 
Lichtenburg and distributed milk sponsored by Clover to 3 000 pupils. 
MPO North West thanks all sponsors, dairy farmers and others who contributed to the success of these 
events. 
 
 
Please complete MPO survey 
  
Milk producers are requested to complete the MPO’s electronic questionnaire that was sent to them recently. 
According to MPO economist Dr Koos Coetzee the MPO uses the information on milk production and herd 
numbers to give members timely and accurate statistics on the primary dairy industry. The MPO administers a 
statutory measure in terms of the Marketing of Agricultural Products Act (Act 47 of 1996), which requires milk 
producers to register with the organisation and provide it with records and returns. Since the MPO collects and 
assimilates the information, its confidentiality is guaranteed. No individual information will be supplied to 
anyone.  
The MPO wishes to thank producers who have already completed and returned the questionnaire. Producers 
who have not yet completed the questionnaire are urged to do so as soon as possible. If you require more 
information, please contact Dr Koos Coetzee at 012 843 5600 or email him at koos.coetzee@mpo.co.za. 
Producers can use the following link to complete the survey:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SJM53FH 
 
International market 
 
 
Go green all the way 
 
Irish farmers are the new green leaders of the world, as most of the 18 000 farmers in the country are part of 
the Origin Green programme. The Irish Food Board launched this programme to support more sustainable 
farmers, as the goal is to feed an increasing population with access to fewer resources. The goal is for every 
farmer across the board to lower his or her carbon footprint annually while actively making changes to benefit 
the local communities they serve.  To see a video about this and read the full article, click HERE.  
 

 
End hunger by 2025 

 
The spotlight was on South Africa’s increasing malnourished population at the New Partnership of Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD) three-day workshop held in Johannesburg recently. A goal was set to end hunger in 
the country by 2025. African leaders prioritised this challenge by putting it high on the agenda and showed 
their commitment towards bettering the general well-being of the population. This also includes strategies for 
lowering the percentage of underweight South Africans and those suffering from stunted growth by at least 
5%.  To read more, click HERE. 
 
Training 
 
 
Become a dairy farming mentor 
 
The MPO Institute annually engages in programmes, coordinated by various agricultural colleges and 
universities and the AgriSeta, to help agricultural students gain experiential learning on dairy farms for a period 
of one year.  These students are usually in their final year of Animal Production or Agricultural Management 
and need proof of experiential learning before they can be awarded their official qualifications.  
Dairy farmers who agree to act as mentors for a student or students are expected to: 

 provide accommodation for the student on the farm; 

 ensure that the student get exposure, mentoring and supervision in any of the following dairy 
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disciplines:  

o calf and heifer rearing  

o reproduction  

o dairy feeding and health 

o milk harvesting;  

 write two AgriSeta reports: one after six months of internship and a final report at the end of the 
internship (12 months’) period. 

 The format of the report includes a rating of the student on the various learning areas and general 
performance.  The report will be emailed to the mentor for completion, and must then be returned to 
the MPO for further distribution. 

 Students also need to compile two reports for their respective university/college.  However, it is the 
student’s responsibility to discuss the requirements of the learning experience and reports with the 
mentor. The mentor should monitor the student’s work progress, sign off the student’s report and also 
submit two reports on the student’s performance during the training period.  

 The MPO will pay monthly stipends of R3 150 to the student. 

 The mentor should be in possession of an equivalent qualification, with five years’ experience, or 
higher qualification in the same field that the student is studying. The MPO will act as the master 
mentor, should the mentor not have the required qualifications. The MPO will therefore sign off all the 
reports before they are submitted to the university/college.  

 Note that experiential learning can also be used as a skills development element in BBBEE scoring. 

 Experiential learning will take place from February 2017 to Jan 2018.  

Kindly contact Helene Pheiffer (079 528 1394 / 012 843 5749 / helene@mpo.co.za) if you are interested in 
mentoring a student for experiential learning and any further enquiries.  
 
The Dairy Mail 
 
 
Safe as houses 
 
As feed contamination may lead to feeds failing to meet their projected potential, there is a need for control 
mechanisms to be put into place. Doing so will ensure that the risks are managed and kept to a minimum. 
Feed must be produced in accordance with specifications and be safe for animals, ensuring optimal 
performance on the farm. Turn to page 62 of the November issue of The Dairy Mail for an interesting article by 
Maja Sakkers, technical sales support specialist at Kemin Industries. To read the digital copy of TDM, go to 
www.agriconnect.co.za. 
 
Events 
 
 
 How to manage waste water  
  
Milk producers in KwaZulu-Natal and the Western Cape have the opportunity to find out how to manage waste 
water in terms of the requirements of the National Water Act, Act 36 of 1998 and the Waste Act, Act 59 of 
2008. Following successful workshops held in the Eastern Cape last year the Department of Water Affairs and 
Sanitation (DWS) and the MPO decided to roll out the workshops to milk producers in KwaZulu-Natal and the 
Western Cape. Workshops will be held in KwaZulu-Natal on 8 and 9 November 2016 and in the Western Cape 
on 15, 16 and 17 November.  The interactive workshops will focus on the registration and authorisation of 

http://www.agriconnect.co.za/


effluent dams for the storage and discharge of waste. Officials from the DWS and Department of 
Environmental Affairs (DEA) will make presentations and address dairy farmers’ concerns in this regard. The 
departments are eager to explain the requirements of the two Acts to dairy farmers so that the farmers can 
comply with them. The workshops are scheduled to take place at various venues in the following towns from 
10:00 to 14:00. 
 
KwaZulu-Natal 
 

Date  Town  Venue 

8 Nov Ixopo Highflats Farmers 
Association 

9 Nov  Estcourt Empangweni Lutheran 
Church  

 
Western Cape 
 

Date  Town  Venue 

15 Nov George Outeniqua Experimental       
Farm 

16 Nov Swellendam SSK Lecture Room 

17 Nov Malmesbury Laerskool Swartland 
Sports Centre 

 
The MPO supports the departments’ efforts and urges farmers to attend the workshops. For more information 
contact Barbara Bieldt, MPO manager: market protection and development  at 083 235 2629 or send an email 
to barbara@mpo.co.za.  
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no responsibility for any errors or the effect of any decisions based on this publication. 
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Please take note that this e-mail is not spam. It is a newsletter sent from the MPO to you as valuable milk 
producer.   

www.mpo.co.za / 012 843 5600 
 

 
 

Published by Agri Connect  

 


